
Michigan Turfgrass Environmental Stewardship Program  

Golf’s Environmental Leader 
 

 
There’s no question that golf is the environmental leader of the green industry and Michigan leads the way 
in environmental stewardship for golf throughout the United States. The Michigan Turfgrass 
Environmental Stewardship Program (MTESP) is the foundation of that environmental success.  The 226 
participating golf properties (25% of Michigan’s golf courses) understand the substantial positive impact 
that the program has had on their golf course and local environment. I’d like to take this time to discuss 
how the MTESP can benefit your golf property if you happen to be one of the other 726 golf courses in the 
state of Michigan. 
 
The MTESP is entering its eighth year as the golf industry’s environmental connection to the state of 
Michigan and the rest of the world. The mission of the program is: to advance the environmental 
stewardship of Michigan’s golf industry by increasing the awareness and understanding of Michigan’s 
environmental resources, the potential impacts of golf turf management and elevate the level of pollution 
prevention; to enhance habitat, indigenous vegetation, and protect water resources with buffer zones on 
golf course properties; to clearly identify environmental laws and regulations and advance the compliance 
of the golf turf industry; to engage the golf industry, state agencies, MSU and environmental citizens 
groups in productive communication; and, to recognize, promote and award environmental stewardship 
achievements. This is a very powerful mission and eight years after its inception, the Stewardship Program 
is doing everything listed in it very effectively. 
 
The MTESP is a voluntary proactive initiative designed to prevent pollution and increase compliance with 
environmental laws on golf course properties. The MTESP is a true partnership between Michigan 
Department of Agriculture, Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, Michigan State University, 
and Michigan’s golf industry, represented by the 4 Michigan GCSA chapters, the Michigan Golf Course 
Owners Association, the Golf Association of Michigan and the Michigan Turfgrass Foundation. 
 
The program offers a number of services including: 

• Identification of state and federal laws affecting the golf industry related to drinking water and 
irrigation wells, fuel storage, pesticides and fertilizers and emergency response plans. 

• On-site visits and workshops providing compliance assistance, technical assistance, pollution 
prevention and “Green” purchasing information. 

• Updates on pending legislation impacting the golf industry 
• Buffer strips to increase water protection and wildlife habitat 
• Public recognition for stewardship achievements  

 
The MTESP is administered by the Michigan Turfgrass Foundation and Tom Smith has taken on an active 
role supporting the program. The program’s director is Debbie Swartz, Marc McMullen coordinates all of 
the field work and Ron Calhoun serves as the turfgrass technical advisor. These professionals have a 
passion for this program and this industry. They are the heart of the program and personally deliver all of 
the program’s services to its members. They are also responsible for developing and maintaining new 
modules, technical information, and the MTESP website. They also keep up with and communicate all of 
the environmental laws and regulatory changes throughout the state. Most importantly, they are always 
available to assist you. 
 
The program’s 226 participating golf properties actively work toward achieving their environmental goals 
through the MTESP’s 8 environmental modules. These modules include wellhead protection, fuel storage, 
pesticide handling and application, pesticide and fertilizer storage, pesticide mixing and loading pads, 
buffer zones, emergency response and equipment wash pads. These modules are nationally recognized as 
the most comprehensive turfgrass environmental stewardship working tools in the country. They are 
organized and concise, outlining all of the information needed to make sound environmental decisions. 



They include step by step checklists in each module to make the process of getting your facility into 
compliance easy. 
 
The staff at the MTESP has been working hard to bring the program to the next level of environmental 
stewardship. They are developing new modules on MiOSHA compliance, agronomic practices and water 
management. Additional areas for future development include habitat enhancement, construction standards 
for golf and environmental management systems. These are the next logical environmental steps for 
Michigan’s golf courses. It’s true; there are other national programs that address some of these areas, but 
the national programs can’t offer the local “Personal” service that the MTESP can. Personal service is a 
critical part of the MTESP’s success. It remains the highest priority of the program. Debbie, Marc and Ron 
get to know you and your property and are able to help you reach your environmental goals quickly and 
cost effectively. 
 
The Michigan Turfgrass Environmental Stewardship Program is a success and the model for the rest of the 
country because it is a valuable tool for the golf course superintendent, owner, management and golfing 
member. And, it works! Let it work for you. For more information contact Debbie Swartz at (517) 355-
0271, ext 145. You can also check out the stewardship website at www.mtesp.org.  
 
 
 
 


